	Steelcase Showcases Lab Bench Furniture Solution at Neocon 2005 

	Chicago, IL – June 13, 2005 – Steelcase Inc. (NYSE:SCS), a global office environments manufacturer, is showcasing Lab Bench today in its healthcare showroom during NeoCon 2005, the World’s Trade Fair for Interior Design and Facilities Management.  Lab Bench is a cohesive product platform that adapts to the different ways researchers work in a lab environment by providing unprecedented flexibility, integrated electronics, proper ergonomics, and easy to access components such as sinks, storage and hardware elements. 

After completing a custom project for the Van Andel Research Institute in Michigan, and undergoing an extensive research process on lab work, Steelcase came to understand that cookie-cutter solutions are no longer viable for the ever-changing laboratory environment.  The research uncovered that the many variables in the tools and technologies lab workers use create a vital need for a flexible lab solution that can function within the infrastructure of the building, adapt to new technologies and handle organizational growth and change. 

Combining the elements of flexibility, durability and ease of use, Lab Bench is designed to facilitate communication and collaboration among researchers while providing an ideal work environment that inspires its users.  Both single and double-sided configurations are being shown at NeoCon to demonstrate how the product can be used in a laboratory setting.

“Realizing the only thing that had not evolved in the laboratory environment was the environment itself, Steelcase has taken its learning around helping people work more effectively, efficiently, and comfortably in the office to lab workers,” said James P. Hackett, President and CEO of Steelcase Inc.   “The healthcare industry is highly competitive and lab workers expect and need a lot more from their workplaces. It’s critical that their environment support the way they work and the new tools they are working with in order to facilitate and expedite the research process.”

The foundation of Lab Bench is a structural module that can be combined into benches of almost any length and configuration.  These simple modules are comprised of a vertical Upright, a horizontal H-Channel positioned at mid-level, and a Top Stretcher.  Unlike more traditional casework products, the entire system is flexible.  Since Lab Bench components are easily adjustable, they can adapt to the changing needs of different workers, changing projects and changing equipment to help accelerate the entire research process.  Utilities like power, data, vacuum, and water are easily routed through this infrastructure and two people can move, disconnect and connect the benches to be configured in virtually any combination or direction, using minimal hand tools.

The Lab Bench platform is a steel skeletal structure with heavy duty elements and durable powder-coated finishes that provide a lab setting that can stand up to the rigors of hard use.  Lab Bench work surfaces are available in a variety of surface materials and can be supported at seated and standing heights with cantilevers, end panels, or storage cabinets.  Shelves and upper storage cabinets are adjustable in 1” increments above the work surfaces.  Lower storage cabinets are available in a wide variety of door and drawer configurations, including in-line and end-of-bench sink cabinets.

Lab Bench was initially designed to serve the bioscience market, including biotechnology, pharmaceutical and other healthcare markets.  The product can also be applied to a variety of higher education scenarios as well as the food and electronics industries.

About Steelcase Inc.
Steelcase, the global leader in the office furniture industry, helps people have a better work experience by providing products, services and insights into the ways people work. The company designs and manufactures architecture, furniture and technology products. Founded in 1912 and headquartered in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Steelcase (NYSE:SCS) serves customers through a network of more than 800 independent dealers and approximately 14,000 employees worldwide. Fiscal 2005 revenue was $2.6 billion.
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